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York, they are to proceed without delay to William H.
Blumer, a fellow Swiss, living in Allentown, Pennsylvania,
and request him to support them with his counsel and ex-
perience in exploration, and to assist them in making the
purchase of land. In respect to this purchase, they are
to consider particularly the instruction: that the locality
chosen shall be similar to that of Glarus in climate, soil,
and general characteristics. That the soil shall be suit-
able for raising stock, vegetables, fruit, and grains. They
are not bound strictly to purchase government land. If
they deem it best to purchase a portion partly cultivated,
they may do so; but they shall strictly keep in mind that
each colonist shall have for his sixty florins, twenty acres
of land, or nearly that area. They shall endeavor to pur-
chase land in one body, and shall duly consider com-
munication with other inhabited portions’of the country,
such as by roads, streams, railroads, etc. After completing
the purchase, the tract is to be so divided that each colonist
shall receive a proper proportion of timber, pasture, and
tillable land. The respective portions shall be assigned to
the colonists on their arrival, and the pioneers shall cause
the proper surveys to be made, and shall immediately pre-
pare for the reception of the first lot of colonists, who are
to wait at St. Louis for further directions. They shall pro-
vide shelter, food, and clothing for the immediate needs of
the colonists, and shall charge the same to their account.
There shall be provision made immediately for the cultiva-
tion of grain for the use of the people, and the necessary
number of cattle shall be provided. It might be of advan-
tage, these careful instructions say, to at first cultivate a
small portion of land in common, and then to assign each
colonist a portion of the produce. This plan might be the
most speedy to provide necessary food for all. The pur-
chase of land shall be in the name of the Emigration
Society of the Canton of Glarus. Duerst shall prepare a
vital record, numbered according to number of colonists,
and note all deaths or increase, giving dates. The pioneers
shall endeavor to use their influence with the colonists, to
the end that a church and schools may be established as



